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Beyond the Conventional Ties: Exploring New Image
of Womanhood in Manju Kapur's Difficult Daughters
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Abstract:

Manju Kapur's concem is 10 present the situations realistically in

umw:uummmma cultural changes ke

lace and in such back ground, she foregrounds the problems ficed

perceives in her surroundings and leaves the readers 1o chisel out
the problem sccording to their own insight.

“The present paper is an attempt to understand the dynamics of
mht'ﬁhi;'uﬂmahwﬂwhhmﬁﬂn
‘woman 1o grow as an individual in her novel Difficulr Daughters.
me.u'thaﬁmdmh.wmmm
“woman's attempts 1o break these tics.
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The term ‘New Woman', according to Dipak Gini, “denotes to that
class of women who set themselves free from the conventional
mage of womanhood to the modem new women. They are so
called as they seck equal footing with man by their positional shifls
and changes from a woman of rejection to a woman of reaction,
from suppression 10 expression and from a woman of covert status
10 3 woman of overt status” (241). We can take into account the
definition of K. Meera Bai: “The word ‘New Woinan® has come to
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‘he begins the clandestine meeting with ber. Very
e comes in her life when Virmati breaks the most strict
al code of chastity and purity, that is, the unwed
ancy of an unmarried woman is always seen
 and such women are never entertained in our
fear of being scomed at the hands of authority
0 10 take recourse to the stealthy abortion or in
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